Syllabus 
Course Title: 
WRITING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ARTICLES

Instructor:
Prof. Marco Galvagno
University of Catania
marco.galvagno@unict.it 

Course Description 
This seminar introduces PhD students to key ideas from the philosophy of science and the scientific method, providing a foundation for understanding how knowledge is built and communicated in academic research. Concepts such as ontology, epistemology, scientific paradigms, and theory construction will be discussed. On this basis, the course will then focus on developing the skills needed to write high-quality scientific research articles. Using the textbook Writing Scientific Research Articles: Strategy and Steps by Margaret Cargill and Patrick O’Connor, students will learn practical strategies for writing clear, concise, and publishable papers. The course will cover article structure, writing techniques, and the publication process, with a focus on the needs of students in Economics, Management, and Decision Making.
Learning Outcomes:
At the end of the course, students will be able to: Explain ontology, epistemology, and scientific paradigms - Distinguish major paradigms and link them to methods and evidence - Define what a theory is and assess its quality and boundaries - Build a clear conceptual framework and derive RQs or hypotheses - Write clear titles, abstracts, and introductions with a focused contribution - Craft coherent paragraphs and edit for clarity and brevity.

Course Structure and Schedule (15 hours):
	Introduction to Science and Scientific Writing 
(4 h.)
	Davis M. (1971), That’s Interesting! Towards a Phenomenology of Sociology and a Sociology of Phenomenology. Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 1: 309-344.
Guba, E. G., & Lincoln, Y. S. (1994). Competing paradigms in qualitative research. Handbook of qualitative research, 2 (163-194), 105.
Pickard AJ. (2013), Major research paradigms. In: Research Methods in Information. Facet, 5-24.
Tsang, E. W. (2022). That's interesting! A flawed article has influenced generations of management researchers. Journal of Management Inquiry, 31(2), 150-164.
Van de Ven, A. H. (2007). Engaged scholarship: A guide for organizational and social research. Oxford University Press.
Varpio, L., Paradis, E., Uijtdehaage, S., & Young, M. (2020). The distinctions between theory, theoretical framework, and conceptual framework. Academic Medicine, 95(7), 989-994.

	Research article structures (Theory & Practice)
(4h)
	Britton-Simmons, K. H., & Abbott, K. C. (2008). Short-and long-term effects of disturbance and propagule pressure on a biological invasion. Journal of Ecology, 68-77.
Cargill, M., O’Connor, P. (2021), Writing Scientific Research Articles. Strategy and Steps, 3rd Edition, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford, UK
Eriksson, D. (2023). The art and science of scholarly writing: framing symmetry of specificity beyond IMRAD. European Business Review, 36(2), 141-153.
LaPlaca, P., Lindgreen, A., & Vanhamme, J. (2018). How to write really good articles for premier academic journals. Industrial Marketing Management, 68, 202-209.
Lindgreen, A., & Di Benedetto, C. A. (2021). How authors really frame a top manuscript. Industrial Marketing Management, 94, A11-A17.
Miles, D. A. (2017, August). A taxonomy of research gaps: Identifying and defining the seven research gaps. In Doctoral student workshop: finding research gaps-research methods and strategies, Dallas, Texas (Vol. 1, pp. 1-10).
Nicholson, J. D., LaPlaca, P., Al-Abdin, A., Breese, R., & Khan, Z. (2018). What do introduction sections tell us about the intent of scholarly work: A contribution on contributions. Industrial Marketing Management, 73, 206-219.
Perry, C., Carson, D., & Gilmore, A. (2003). Joining a conversation: Writing for EJM’s editors, reviewers and readers requires planning, care and persistence. European Journal of Marketing, 37(5/6), 652-667.

	Research article structures (in-class Activities)
(4h)
	Selected Article: Article chosen from the PhD student’s research area

	The publication process and reviewers’ criteria for evaluating manuscripts
(3h)
	Cargill, M., O’Connor, P. (2021), Writing Scientific Research Articles. Strategy and Steps, 3rd Edition, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford, UK
LaPlaca, P., Lindgreen, A., Vanhamme, J., & Di Benedetto, C. A. (2018). How to revise, and revise really well, for premier academic journals. Industrial Marketing Management, 72, 174-180.
McKercher, B., Law, R., Weber, K., Song, H., & Hsu, C. (2007). Why referees reject manuscripts. Journal of Hospitality & Tourism Research, 31(4), 455-470.



Teaching Methods:
Lectures, in class-activity, practical exercises, seminar discussions.
Assessment:
Individual presentation, exercises.

Bibliography:
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Davis M. (1971), That’s Interesting! Towards a Phenomenology of Sociology and a Sociology of Phenomenology. Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 1: 309-344.
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Nicholson, J. D., LaPlaca, P., Al-Abdin, A., Breese, R., & Khan, Z. (2018). What do introduction sections tell us about the intent of scholarly work: A contribution on contributions. Industrial Marketing Management, 73, 206-219.
Perry, C., Carson, D., & Gilmore, A. (2003). Joining a conversation: Writing for EJM’s editors, reviewers and readers requires planning, care and persistence. European Journal of Marketing, 37(5/6), 652-667.
Pickard AJ. (2013), Major research paradigms. In: Research Methods in Information. Facet, 5-24.
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Supplementary Readings
Aliotta, M. (2018). Mastering academic writing in the sciences: A step-by-step guide. CRC Press 
Clough, P., Nutbrown, C. (2009), A Student Guide to Methodology, SAGE, London, 2nd ed. 
Daft, R. L. (1995). Why I recommended that your manuscript be rejected and what you can do about it. In Publishing in the organizational sciences (pp. 164-182). SAGE Publications, Inc.
Kumar, R. (2011), Research Methodology. A step-by-step guide for beginners, SAGE, London, 3rd ed.
Losee, J. (2001), A Historical Introduction to the Philosophy of Science, Oxford University Press
Petchko, K. (2018). Research in Public Policy and Economics. In How to write about economics and public policy, 2, Academic Press.
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January - February 2026



4

