PhD Program in ECONOMICS, MANAGEMENT AND DECISION MAKING (EMADE) – University of Catania
Syllabus – PhD Course Proposal
Course Title:
Banking
Instructor:
Local coordinator – Prof. S. Mazzù - Unict
Course Description:
This course offers PhD students a comprehensive overview of contemporary banking research, delivered by leading international scholars. Through a series of expert-led sessions, participants will explore key themes such as cybersecurity risk management, CEO power, audit committee effectiveness, digital banking, and governance. The course also emphasizes academic writing and research methodologies, equipping students with the tools to produce high-quality scholarly work.
Learning Outcomes:
At the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Advanced knowledge of banking-related governance and risk issues
2. Exposure to editorial standards and publication strategies
3. Practical insights into digital banking trends
4. Enhanced academic writing and research design capabilities
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lecturers and sessions
Prof. Khaled Hussainey
Affiliation: Bangor University, UK
Email: k.hussainey@bangor.ac.uk
Editorial Roles:
· Co-Editor: Journal of Financial Reporting and Accounting
· Editor: International Journal of Emerging Markets
· Associate Editor: International Journal of Finance and Economics, Journal of Applied Accounting Research, International Journal of Accounting, Auditing and Performance Evaluation, Review of Accounting and Finance
Lecture Title: Cybersecurity Risk Management: The Role of CEO Power and Audit Committees
Content: Based on a recent publication; relevant for PhD students interested in governance, risk, and financial stability in the banking sector
Format: Online
Duration: 2 hours
Availability: January 12–15, 2026

Prof. Omrane Guedhami
Affiliation: University of South Carolina
Email: omrane.guedhami@moore.sc.edu
Editorial Roles:
· Coordinator of the PhD in International Finance
· Editor of: Contemporary Accounting Research, Journal of International Business Studies, Journal of Business Ethics, Corporate Governance: An International Review, Journal of Applied Accounting Research, Emerging Markets Review
Lecture Title: To be defined
Expected Content: In-depth exploration of research methodologies in banking and academic writing techniques
Format: In-person
Duration: 6 hours over 2–3 days
Availability: Mid-February 2026

Prof. Sabri Boubaker & Dr. Mustafa Nourallah
Affiliations:
· Prof. Boubaker: EM Normandie Business School, Paris
· Dr. Nourallah: Mid Sweden University
Email: mustafa.nourallah@miun.se
Editorial Roles (Prof. Boubaker):
Editor or editorial board member of numerous journals, including:
· International Journal of Financial Studies, Revue Française de Gouvernance d'Entreprise, British Journal of Management, Emerging Markets Review, Finance Research Letters, Research in International Business and Finance, etc.
Publications (Dr. Nourallah): Studies on Digital Banking
Lecture Title: To be defined
Expected Content: Joint lecture on topics related to digital banking and governance
Format: Online
Duration: 2 hours
Availability: January–February 2026 (date to be confirmed)

Prof. John Goodell
Affiliation: University of Akron, Ohio
Email: johngoo@uakron.edu
Editorial Roles:
· Editor-in-Chief: Research in International Business and Finance
· Associate Editor of several international journals
Lecture Title: To be defined
Expected Content: Banking topics with a focus on academic article writing
Format: Online
Duration: 3 hours
Availability: To be defined

