Syllabus – PhD Course Proposal
Course Title:
Management Accounting and Control Theories
Instructor:
Antonio Leotta, Department of Economia e Impresa, Università di Catania
Course Description:
The course is aimed at providing Ph.D. students with an outline of the main theories on management accounting and control, analyzing each theory into ontological, epistemological and methodological elements. The main theoretical perspectives are dealt with by positioning it into an evolutionary line.
Learning Outcomes:
At the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. know the main streams of research in the management accounting and control area.
2. distinguish amongst the main scientific paradigms in social science, and around management accounting.
3. write a critical report to be written as a referee report of one paper of the required readings.
Prerequisites:
None.
Course Structure and Schedule (15 hours):
	Session
	Topic
	Key Readings

	1
	introduction
	Leotta A., 2016, La natura socio-tecnica della contabilità direzionale. Franco Angeli
Baxter and Chua, 2003
Hopper and Powel, 1985
Justesen and Mouritsen, 2011
Kelly and Pratt, 1992
Lukka, 1990
Norreklit et al., 2006
Norreklit et al., 2010
Otley et al., 1995
Scapens, 2006

	2
	Analytical accounting
	Feltham, 1968

	3
	Behavioral accounting
	Coletti et al., 2005

	4
	Empirical accounting
	Davila, 2000

	5
	Interpretive and critical acounting
	Burns and Scapens, 2000; Leotta, Ruggeri, 2017


Teaching Methods:
Lectures, seminar discussions.
Assessment:
The assessment for this course has two components.
1. Active participation (50%).
PhD students have to attend all lectures of the course if absence is not approved by the lecturer. They will prepare summaries of mandatory reading assignments, present their findings in class and contribute to an active discussion of theories and their applicability.
2. Final exam (50%) The essence of gained knowledge will be tested in developing a referee report, upon a paper that will be assigned at the end of the cours.
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Preferred Bimester:
Select one: May–June
