Syllabus – PhD Course Proposal
Course Title:
Innovation Management Course
Instructor:
Carmela Schillaci – Full Professor of Management, Department of Economics and Business, University of Catania – cschilla@unict.it
Cristina Longo - Full Professor of Management, Department of Economics and Business, University of Catania – cristina.longo@unict.it
Daniela Ruggeri – Associate Professor of Accounting, Department of Economics and Business, University of Catania – d.ruggeri@unict.it
Course Description:
This research-oriented course provides PhD students with the theoretical and methodological foundations necessary to conduct academic research in the field of innovation management. The course focuses on contemporary issues and emerging trends, offering a critical overview of key concepts and frameworks.
Students will engage with both seminal and recent scholarly contributions in the innovation literature. Through in-depth discussion, comparison, and analysis of selected papers, participants will develop a good understanding of the evolution of innovation theories and their application in management research.

Learning Outcomes:
At the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Understand and apply major theoretical approaches in innovation management
2. Critically evaluate academic literature in the field
3. Identify relevant research questions and methodological strategies
4. Develop a research-oriented perspective on innovation topics
5. Engage in scholarly discussions and present academic arguments effectively
Prerequisites:
No prerequisites required


Course Structure and Schedule (15 hours):
	Session
	Topic
	Key Readings

	1. Systematizing innovation 

	Theoretical overview and new developments in innovation

	Laursen, K., & Salter, A. J. (2014). The paradox of openness: Appropriability, external search and collaboration. Research policy, 43(5), 867-878. 

Radziwon, A., Chesbrough, H., Vanhaverbeke, W., & West, J. (2022). 57. The Future of Open Innovation. The Oxford Handbook of Open Innovation.
Reynolds, O., O'Dochartaigh, A., Secchi, E., Marshall, D., & Prothero, A. (2023). Framing innovation success, failure, and transformation: A systematic literature review. Journal of Product Innovation Management.
Teece, D. J. (1986). Profiting from technological innovation: Implications for integration, collaboration, licensing and public policy. Research policy, 15(6), 285-305.

	2. From Disruptive Technology to Disruptive Innovation
	Understanding and framing disruptive innovation
	Aghion, P., & Howitt, P. (1990). A model of growth through creative destruction, Econometrica, Mar., 1992, Vol. 60, No. 2 (Mar., 1992), pp. 323-351.
Christensen, C.M. (1997). The Innovator’s Dilemma: When New Technologies Cause Great Firms to Fail. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Business School Press. (Introduction 7‐19, Chapter 3, 60‐71, Chapter 10, 159 – 171, Chapter 11, 172‐174). 
Christensen, C. M., McDonald, R., Altman, E. J., & Palmer, J. E. (2018). Disruptive innovation: An intellectual history and directions for future research. Journal of management studies, 55(7), 1043-1078.
Markides, C. (2006). Disruptive innovation: In need of better theory. Journal of product innovation management, 23(1).

	3 Controlling new product development: a literature review from different research paradigms

	Management control systems in innovation and uncertainty
	Davila, T. (2000). An empirical study on the drivers of management control systems' design in new product development. Accounting, Organizations and Society 25, 383-409

Ditillo, A. (2004). Dealing with uncertainty in knowledge-intensive firms: the role of management control systems as knowledge integration mechanisms. Accounting, Organizations and Society 29, 401–421

Revellino, S; Mouritsen, J. (2015). Accounting as an engine: The performativity of calculative practices and the dynamics of innovation. Management Accounting Research 28, 31–49

	4 New product development process as the construction of a new reality: the perspective of pragmatic constructivism
	Accounting and innovation through pragmatic constructivism
	Leotta, A; Rizza, C., Ruggeri, D. (2020). Servitization strategy as a roadmap for the accounting machine. Journal of Management and Governance, 24:587–622

Ruggeri, D.; Leotta, A.; Rizza, C. (2022). Digitalisation and accounting language games in organisational contexts. Journal of Management and Governance https://doi.org/10.1007/s10997-022-09626-9

	5 Wrap-up: Presenting and critically analyzing one or more papers.

	Student-led critical analysis and discussion
	Additional readings during the course


Teaching Methods:
Lectures, seminar discussions, student presentations and peer feedback
Assessment:
Participation and contribution to discussions, paper reviews and presentations, final written assignment or research proposal (if applicable)
Bibliography:
Refer to the key readings listed in the 'Course Structure and Schedule' section.
Preferred Bimester:
Select one: March–April
