SYLLABUS – PHD COURSE PROPOSAL
COURSE TITLE:
BETWEEN THEORY AND POLICY: THE THEORY OF GROWTH FROM ADAM SMITH TO KARL MARX
INSTRUCTOR:
COSMA ORSI – UNIVERSITÀ DI CATANIA – COSMA.ORSI@UNICT.IT
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
PROVIDE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION (150-200 WORDS) EXPLAINING THE OBJECTIVES, RELEVANCE FOR THE PHD PROGRAM, AND THE SKILLS STUDENTS WILL ACQUIRE.
THE COURSE AIMS TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND TOOLS NECESSARY FOR UNDERSTANDING AND INTERPRETING THE ECONOMIC THEORIES THAT SHAPED THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SYSTEM.  UNDERSTANDING PAST ECONOMIC DOCTRINES AND FACTS WILL ENABLE STUDENTS TO STRENGTHEN THEIR ABSTRACT THINKING SKILLS, DEVELOP A GREATER AWARENESS OF THE METHODOLOGIES USED IN ECONOMIC SCIENCE AND APPLY THEIR KNOWLEDGE CRITICALLY. UPON COMPLETION OF THE COURSE, STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO INTERPRET CURRENT SOCIO-ECONOMIC EVENTS IN LIGHT OF PAST THEORIES.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
AT THE END OF THE COURSE, STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:
1. APPRECIATE THE HISTORICAL DIMENSION OF ECONOMIC FACTS AND IDEAS
2. UNDERSTAND OF PAST ECONOMIC IDEAS AND THEIR RELEVANCE IN TODAY ENVIRONMENT
3. HAVE A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF THE STRICT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ECONOMIC THEORY AND POLICY MAKING
PREREQUISITES:
STUDENTS OUGHT TO HAVE SOME BASIC KNOWLEDGE OF EUROPEAN HISTORY AND HISTORY OF ECONOMIC IDEAS.
COURSE STRUCTURE AND SCHEDULE (15 HOURS):
	SESSION
	TOPIC
	KEY READINGS

	1
	THE LIBERAL IDEA OF GROWTH
	ADAM SMITH ON GROWTH AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - MATTHEW SMITH 
ADAM SMITH'S THEORY OF ECONOMIC GROWTH: PART I AND II SPENGLER

	2
	THE BIRTH OF THE CLASSICAL VIEW 
	MALTHUS'S THEORY OF WAGES AND GROWTH-LILIA COSTABILE AND BOB ROWTHORN
ADAM SMITH AND DAVID RICARDO ON ECONOMIC GROWTH - JOHN M. LETICHE - THE PUNJAB UNIVERSITY ECONOMIST , 1960,

	3
	THE FADING AWAY OF LOW WAGES – POLICY IMPLICATION 
	LEVRERO S. E. (2019) THE CLASSICAL THEORY OF WAGES AND ITS INTERPRETATIONS: A CRITIQUE OF THE CANONICAL CLASSICAL MODEL, BULLETIN OF POLITICAL ECONOMY, 12, 1-2, 55-76

	4
	THE RISE OF THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
	MARX E. (1895) THE WORKING CLASS MOVEMENT IN ENGLAND


	5
	MARX’S CRITIQUE TO THE CLASSICAL VIEW OF ECONOMIC GROWTH 
	(INSERT READING)


TEACHING METHODS:
FRONTAL LECTURES, DISCUSSIONS.
ASSESSMENT:
SHORT PAPER.
BIBLIOGRAPHY:

COSTABILE L. - ROWTHORN B.(1985) MALTHUS'S THEORY OF WAGES AND GROWTH-
SPENGLER J.J (1959) ADAM SMITH'S THEORY OF ECONOMIC GROWTH: PART I AND II 
MATTHEW SMITH (2023) ADAM SMITH ON GROWTH AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
KARL POLANYI (1944) THE GREAT TRANSFORMATION
MARX E. (1895) The working class movement in England

PREFERRED BIMESTER:
SELECT ONE: NOVEMBER–DECEMBER 

