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Carmela Elita Schillaci is Full Professor of “Entrepreneurship” at the Economic & Business 

Department - University of Catania (Sicily).  She specialized at Bocconi University (Milan) 

and  at NYU /Snider Center for Entrepreneurial Studies  

She works as an “Experts of  Technological Transfer ” for the Italian  Ministry of Education, 

universities and research (MIUR)  and  as an expert for “ANVUR”-National Agency for 

Italian Universities Research Evaluation.  

She is member of the Board of “IBAN- Italian Business Angel Networks” (Italian partner of 

the “EBAN-European Business Angel Networks); member of the Scientific Committee of 

Vodafone Foundation Italy; member of the Scientific Committee of Unicredit Group and 

member of the Schientic Committee of “Salone della CSRE DELLA Innovazine Sociale”-

Bocconi University-Milan. 

Since November 2019, she is President of the National Scientific Qualification Committee for 

Associate and Full professor in Italian Universities. 

Research Focus:  Technology Transfer Process, Family Business, Entrepreneurial Ecosystem, 

Absorptive Capacity, Academic Entrepreneurship; Social Innovation. 

 

Main Experiences: 

- Head of Business Department of University of Catania (2000/2002). 

- Dean of the Business Faculty in Catania  (2002/2005).  

- Founder and CEO  of the Academic  Incubator MED/Spin (2004/2007 in Catania.  

- President of the Consortium Etna Hi-Tech (33 firms) (2004/2007).  

- CEO of the Micro-Nano Systems Technology Cluster MIUR – Italian Ministry of University 

and Research (2009/2011).   

-  Head of  the Technological Liason Office- University of Catania (2005/2007).   

- Expert inTechnological Transfer List at the MISE-Italian Economic Ministry.  

- Regional Expert for the Evaluation of the Sicilian Technological Districts (2013).  

- Member of the Scientific Board of  the Technological Park of  Sicilia (2005/2007).  

- Founder and President of SVPF (Sicilian Venture Philanthropy Foundation).  

- Member of the IBAN Board (Italian Business Angels Network) since 2014.  

- Expert for Technological Project Evaluation  for   RSI 2014- Tuscany Region.  

- Member of ANVUR (MIUR)Commission for the Evaluation of Business Studies Area. 

 
 

Institutional and Research Activity 

 From 2018, Member of Scientific Committee-Unicredit Group 

 from 2016, Member of   Scientific Committee - Vodafone  Foundation Italy;  

 from 2016, Member Scientific Committee- Bocconi University (Milan) “Salone 

della Corporate Social Responsibility”; 

 from 2015,  Expert MIUR / ANVUR List Third Mission Academic Evaluation;  

 from 2015, Expert Formez – MISE List;  

 from 2015, Expert for Innovation Project Evaluation  “Sviluppo Toscana per 

Bandi RSI 2014”; 

 

 from 2014,  Member of the IBAN Board  (Italian Business Angels Network);  

 from 2013, President of  Sicilian Venture Philanthropy Foundation;  
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 from 2011, Member Scientific Committee Tregua Fondation - Onlus;  

 from 2009, Expert for Technology Innovation, MISE – Italian Ministry of 

Economic Development;  

 from 2009,  Member Scientific Committee RES Fondation– Gruppo Unicredit; 

 2015, P. I. Research Project   “Social Entreprenenurship and Suistanability.  New 

Evaluation Metrix” FIR, Catania University;   

 2014-2015, Project “PERFORMANCE PA Activity line B.1” – Linea 1;  

 2014, Member of ANVUR  Commision “Valutazione nelle Aree Aziendali”;  

 2013-2015, P. I. Research Project - PF3 - MIUR "PON Ricerca e Competitività 

2007-2013" - Micronanosystem District Project "Development of Micro and 

Nano-technology and Advanced Systems for Human Health – Hippocrates;  

 2013-2014, Member Research Group MIUR PON Research and Competitivity 

2007-2013"Measures to support industrial research” - Project "SINERGREEN – 

Smart Intelligent GREEN Energy" ;  

 2013-2014, P. I. Research Project “Analysis of the socio-economic impact of 

Coca Cola Italia and SIBEG in Sicily”;  

 2013, Member of the Team for the Evaluation of Public Investments of the 

Sicilian Region with the role of “Expert senior in planning and evaluation of 

policy and projects in the research, development and innovation  in the ICT 

society;  

 2013, Member ItaliaCAMP Scientific Committee”Your idea for the Country”;  

 2013, Expert Senior in “Board of evaluation for Innovation and Development. 

Regione Siciliana”;  

 2012-2014, Scientific Board  “Piccola Impresa/Small Business” Journal;  

 2012-2014, Member of ConfindustriaItaly Commission for “Business Culture”;  

 2012-2014,  Scientific Consultant “Supervisor Board L. 231  Catania Airport;  

 2012-2013, P. I. Research Project – Regional Measures to support Industrial 

Research  P.O. FESR 2007/2013 - Asse IV - Misura 4.1.1.1” - Progetto 

“Individuazione di marker di qualità in conserve a base di pomodoro - MARKER 

PRO” - D.D.G. n. 1703 del 18/06/2010;  

 2012-2013, P. I.  Research Project –“POR Measure 4.1.1.2 Progetto HPM – 

Health Care Process Management”, Project Leader Carmide s.r.l.;  

 2012-2013, P. I. Research Project – “POR measure 4.1.1.2 Project PRO.MANA., 

Aprile 2012 – Ottobre 2013”, Project Leader CC MC spa;  

 2012-2013, P. I. Research Project “POR measure 4.1.1.2 Progetto  Formulazione 

di prodotti salutistici nutrizionali a base di miele destinati al consumo 

alimentare”, project leader  Perla Alimentare s.r.l.;  

 2012-2013, P. I.  Research Project “POR Measure 4.1.1.2 PYTHIA - Sistema 

software collaborativo di competitive intelligence per l'industria dell'ospitalità nei 

distretti turistici”, project leader Evols s.r.l.;  

 2011-2015, Scientific Coordinator MASTER Micronanosystem Cluster 

“Tecnologie per l’Energia e l’Efficienza Energetica (ENERGETIC)”;  

 2011-2015, Scientific Coordinator Micro-nanosystem Cluster Master 

"Development of Micro and Nano-technology and Advanced Systems for Human 

Health (Hippocrates);  

 2011-2015, Scientific Coordinator Micro-nanosystem Cluster  Project“Public/ 

Private Labs for the development of electronics circuits on plastic substrates 

(Plast_Ics)”;  

 2011-2013, P. I. Research Project “Entrepreneurial Morphogenesis in High Level 

Risk Eco-sistems and high impct Areas in Sicily” - Sicilian Region;  

 2011-2013, Member Scientific Commitee“Annual Report Venture Capital Italy”;  

 2011-2012, Tutor of 2 Spin-off projects “MED TECHNOPOLIS puor la mise en 

oeuvre d’un rèseau mèditerranèen de structures d’interface technopolis”;  

 2011, Commission Member MIUR for Strategic Development and Feasibility 

Studies  PON 2007/2013; 

 2009-2013, P. I. Research Project “Business models and Internazionalization 

process for technological cluster for knowledge based firms” Sicilian District of 

Mechanics (P.O. FESR 2007/2013 Regione Siciliana);  

 2009-2013, P. I. Research Project “Etna Valley District Creation” (P.O. FESR 
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2007/2013 Regione Siciliana);  

 2009-2012, Member Committee for the  University – Confindustria partnership;  

 2009-2011, CEO of the Micro-Nano Systems Technology Cluster MIUR – Italian 

Ministry of University and Research (2009/2011);  

 2009-2010, P. I. Research Project “Supporto alla Regione Siciliana per innovare 

il sistema delle aziende sanitarie”, University Bocconi and CERGAS;   

 2009, Member of a Research group coordinated by Boccony University and 

CERGAS (Centre for Research on Management of Social Health), "Corporate 

Governance and Organization Acts in the Health-care sector";  

 2009, Member of GSA (Business creation and entrepreneurship), AIDEA - 

Italian Academy of Business Administration;  

 2009, Member of Scientific Commitee Cerisdi – Enna;   

 2009, President “Next Generation Center”, Department DICS, Catania 

University;  

 2009, P. I. of Research Project (PRA) "Through the generations, crisis 

management and new trajectories of development for family business";  

 2009,  President “WE- Women House for Business Innovation”;  

 2008-2010, P. I. Research Project "Technological strategies and patent activities 

for nanotechnology applied to the science of life", Catania University;  

 2008-2009, P. I. Research Project "Technological Strategies and knowledge 

transfer in high-tech Firms", PRIN project funded by the Ministry of Education, 

Catania University, Bocconi University, Bologna University, Calabria 

University;  

 2008-2009, P. I.Research Project “ST Microelectronics-ISMETT-Pitttsburg: 

“Knowledge flows for the research and development partnership in the 

biomedical area”;  

 2008, P. I.  Research Project “Trough generations: crises and new managerial for 

family business”, PRA, Catania University;  

 2008, P. I. Research Project “ISMETT Startups in the Bio-tech Industry”, 

University of Pittsburg Medical Center;  

 2007-2008, Advisor for Economic Development, Outsourcing, Business and 

Investments of the Municipal City of Catania;  

 2007-2008, P. I. of the Research Project “ISMETT, Strategic Vision and Value 

Creation in the regenerative medicine. A case study in the Mediterranean Area”, 

Department DICS, University of Catania - ISMETT Palermo;  

 2007, P. I. Research Project “OCSI Strategic Competitiveness and Development 

observatory”  University of Catania, Bank of Italy, Chamber of Commerce;  

 2007-2010, Member of Superior Council of the Banco di Sicilia Foundation 

(Commission Research and Development);  

 2007, P. I. Research Project  “Bio-life nanotechs and strategic patents PRA”, 

Catania University;  

 2006-2007 Head of  the Technological Liason Office- University of Catania;   

 2006, CEO "STARTNET - Networked Incubator for Start-ups in high-tech 

industries," Mediterranean University Consortium for Spin Off in the High Tech 

Industry (MedSpin), Catania University, (MISE);  

 2006, Promoter  “Start Cup Catania 2006 – Entrepreneurial Ideas for high 

technological level-Consorzio MedSpin,  Sviluppo Italia Sicilia SpA;  

 2006, P. I. Research Project "The retail trade in Sicily", Catania University, Italy 

Carrefour;  

 2006, P. I. Research Project "Patent Strategies in High-tech firms", University 

Research Project, Catania University;  

 2006, P. I. Research Project "The combination of knowledge and technology 

strategies in high-tech companies," Catania University, Bocconi University, 

Bologna University;  

 2005-2007, Member of Scientific Committee  Science and Technology Park of 

Sicily;  

 2005-2006, P. I. Research Project “Profesional Knowhow and local specilaties in 

Catania economic developmente” Catania University &Province of Catania;  

 2005, Promoter  “Start Cup Catania 2005 – Entrepreneurial Ideas for high 
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technological level-Consorzio MedSpin,  Sviluppo Italia Sicilia SpA;  

 2004-2007, Founder and President of Etna Hi-Tech Consortium (33 firms);   

 2004-2007, Founder and CEO of the Incubator Med-Spin University Consortium, 

University of Catania, Sicily Italy Development;  

 2004-2006, Scientific Coordinator Master “Logistica integrata e intermodalità”, 

Scuola Superiore per la formazione di Eccellenza, Catania University;  

 2004-2005, Scientific Coordinator of the project “Development of logistics to 

support tourism in the basin of the Corona degli Erei" protocol with the 

municipalities of Catenanuova Centuripe, Regalbuto, Agira, Castel di Iudica, 

Raddusa;  

 2004-2005, P. I. Research Project "Val d'Ippari and Territorial Governance for 

the Development of winegrowing chains and tourism', Protocol with the 

municipalities of Victoria, Comiso, Acate, Chiaramonte Gulfi;  

 2004, P. I. Research Project 3 “Strategy, logistics, production specialization- 

Fiera dell’Etna, Etnapolis, Provinces of Catania and Enna, and others 40 

participating municipalities;  

 2003, Chairman of the Scientific and Technical Committee of the University of 

Catania, Department of productive activities, innovation and internationalization 

of the City of Catania for the "Development and Promotion of the Territory";  

 2003, P. I.  Research Project “Laboratorio per lo spin off accademico nelle 

tecnologie avanzate (Spin Lab) - Catania University;  

 2003, Coordinator of the Project Min.Att.Prod Announcement 05/02/2001 

"Laboratory for academic spin-off in advanced technologies (Spin Lab) - Catania 

University;  

 2002-2005, Dean of the Business Faculty in Catania;  

 2002-2003,  Scientific Responsible Master University of Catania in “Tourism 

Management ”;  

 2002, P.I. Project " General States on High Tech in Catania"Catania University; 

 2002, P. I. Research Project“Governance and startups for high technology firms”;  

 2001-2003, Coordinator of the Project, "Analysis of Correspondence between 

employment opportunities for graduates and university education and training" 

National Committee for the Evaluation of the university-MIUR;  

 2001-2003, Scientific Responsible  Master Scuola di Eccellenza Catania 

University in “E-Business”;  

 2001-2004, P. I.Research Project “Hi-tech and intangible networks”, Catania 

University;  

 2000-2003, Scientific Responsible for the “Social and Economic area of the 

Territorial Plan of the Province of Catania";  

 2000-2002, Coordinator of the Technical and Scientific Committee of the local 

Project “Educational Systems Confindustria: Entrepreneurship Education in the 

South";  

 2000-2002, President of the Degree Bachelor in Economia  Aziendale, Catania 

University;  

 2000-2002, P.I. Project "Microelectronics and Entrepreneurship," Analysis of 

STMicroelectronics contribution to the development of entrepreneurship in 

Catania area, with STMicroelecntronics Convention;  

 2000-2002,  Director of the Department “Impresa, Culture e Società” (DICS), 

Catania University;  

 2000, P.I.Project “Catania's Microelectronics area as a District" presented to the 

Ministerial Conference on Information and Knowledge Society, Lisbon;  

 2000, P. I. Research Project “PLAST_Ics - Progetto di Ricerca e Formazione”, 

MIUR, STMicroelectronics, MedSpin;  

 1999-2003, Members of the Evaluation Board of the General Hospital - Faculty 

of Medicine, Catania University;  

 1999-2003, Members of the University Committee for the Evaluation of research 

projects, Scientific Area 13: Economics and Statistics;  

 1999-2002, President of the Bachelor Course in Economics and Business 

Administration, 2nd Italian University course certified with Quality Standards 

ISO 9001, DNV;  
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 1999-2002, P. I. Research Project “CAMPUS –  Modelli innovativi di 

Valutazione Universitaria”, coordinated by CRUI;  

 1999, P. I. Research Project “Testing of a system of quality certification ISO 

9000 " for the Degree Course in Economics and Business Administration, 

Faculty of Economics, Catania University;  

 1999, P.I. Project "Processes of ownership change in the governance of small and 

medium-sized family businesses operating in Sicily", Operational Program 

Contribution by n. 77504 of the Region of Sicily budget;  

 1999, Full Professor, University of Catania, Scientific Sector SECS / P08, 

Economics and Management;  

 1998-1999, P.I. Project "Technological innovation and new business 

opportunities," Aegi Convention (Area of Economics and Business 

Administration / University of Catania)-Science and Technology Park of Sicily; 

 1998, Head of the Scientific Convention ST Microeletronics - Aegi (Area of 

Economics and Business Administration, University of Catania) for "Creation 

and Development of Networks among innovative companies, carrying out the 

process of new business creation, promotion and dissemination of new 

entrepreneurship in the territory ";  

 1998, Member of the Commission for the assessment of POP Sicily Projects 

Measure 3.3 "Scientific research and technological innovation for regional 

development"- Sicilian Region;  

 1997-2015, Member of the Facultyfor the Management PHD-Catania University;  

 1997-1998, Member of the National Commission in the Competition for 

Associate Professor Associato- P02B-Economics and Management;  

 1997-1998, Scientific Responsible Master "Junior-Export Manager" Special 

Project ICE and the Ministry of Foreign Trade organized by the University of 

Catania for young graduates living in NICs and developing countries;  

 1997, Coordinator Operating Unit "agreements, transactions, organizational 

structures. The nature of the revised firm" coordinated by the University of 

Bologna - subproject" Cooperation, reports, territory - Network and technological 

spin off ";  

 1997, Member of the Scientific Review Committee, "The Journal of 

Governance", Kluwer Publisher - Italian Academy of Business Economics;  

 1997, P.I. of ETNA Project (Entrepreneurship for a High Technology Network in 

the Area of Italy) between Aegi/University of Catania, ST Microelectronics and 

ATHENA Consortium;  

 1996, P. I. for  designing CB Media "Women's entrepreneurship - The 

Argonauts" - Draft EU NOW; Partners: Italy, France, Spain;  

 1996, P. I.  Research Project MURST “Corporate governance, competitive 

advantage and strategic dynamics in the Italian family business";  

 1996, P. I. Research planning Project “L’imprenditorialità femminile – Le 

Argonaute” – Progetto Unione Europea NOW; Partners: Italy, France, Spain;     

 1995, P. I. Scientific Project "Widespread Entrepreneurship in Catania" 

Department for Productive Activities of the Municipality of Catania / IG (Society 

for the Young Entrepreneurship - Rome). Creator and director of " Bureau 

Vulcan of Ideas", now "Investi a Catania”;  

 1994-1996, Member of the Project "Adverse Short-term Dynamics and Processes 

of Organizational Redesigning” co-ordinated by the Bologna University; 

 1993, Operational Unit of the Research Group: Catania University-

BocconiCREA/Formez on "Providing services to communication in Southern 

companies;  

 1992, Operational Unit of the Research Group: University of Bologna and 

Logica/Formez "Evaluation aspects of southern entrepreneurship in the 

engineering industry";  

 1991, Associate Professor, University of Catania, Group P02B - Industrial and 

Commercial Technique;  

 1990, Project Unit of the University MIT (Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology) Sloan School of Management on "Investing Organization of the 

21st century" (Developing enterprises in the 21st century);  
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 1987, Coordinator CNR research group on "Entrepreneurship in the Southern 

firms;  

 1986, Member of the International Research group on "Factors promoting or 

hiding the processes of new businesses formation. An international comparison" - 

New York University Graduate Business School, Center for Entrepreneurial 

Studies;  

 1986-1987, New York University – Graduate Business School  “Center for  

Enterpreneurial Studies” (Centro di Studi per l’Imprenditorialità). Courses: 

“Entrepreneurial Activity and new business  "Intrapreneurship and 

Diversification for a Large Firm" Graduate  Business School – New York 

University- New York;  

 1984-1985,   Annual Course of "Analysis and Strategic Planning COPAS" 

School of Business Administration - Bocconi University - Milan;  

 1983, Assistant Professor University of Catania, Scientific Sector SECS / P08, 

Economics and Management.  
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